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MIGX4TORY BIRD COIU’S~RVATION ACT 
P:RAISED RY SXCmTARY JARDINE: 

New Law, Passed Unanimously by Roth Rouses of Congress, 
Called One of the Greatest Conservation 

Xeasures Ever 3n.e.c ted 

Secretary Jardine, of the United States Depz&- 

ment of Agriculture, consid.ers t?hat the Norbeck-Andresen migratory-bird ref-age 

bill, which has just been enacted into law by a unani.mous vote of both branches 

of the 70th Congress and by approval of the President on February 18, 

is one of the ,m.ost important wild-life conservation measures that have been 

written on the statute books of any nation. The outstanding exception is the 

related migratory-bird treaty act of 1918, which the present law is designed 

to supplement. Both laws 17ere pa ssed to carry out the obli%gations of the 

United States under the treaty with Great Britain to protect the wild birds 

that fly back and forth each year fron? Canada, and both will be administered 

by the Bureau of Biological Survey of the Department of Agriculture. 

“The new law,” explained the Secretary, “gives additional force and 

effect to the earlier measure by providing Federal funds for the survey, pur- 

chase, and establishment of large areas throughout the entire country to be 

maintained as inviolate sanctuarie s--feeding, nesting, and resting grounds 

where forever the migrating species of birds may enjoy complete protection. 

‘tTne measure as passed is a national acknowled@ent of the tremendous 

importance of the birds of A;nerica as aids in the development of agriculture. 

it acknowledges also the will of the American people to give adequate pro- 

tection to t’ne beautiful and harmless creatures that arq ‘heard in season from 

every forest, copse, and hedgerow in the land. And it further recognizes the 

importance of the migratory game birds as a food supply and primarily as an 

incentive to the healthful sport, outdoor study, and recreational activity 



so essential in the development of a st,urdy American manhood. 

“The act definitely strengthens the arm of the Fedora1 Government in its 

sound., constructive, and progressive policy of bird protecti.on. Civilization 

and the advance of industry, which have often been ruthless in their disregard 

of the needs of the wild creatures, are influences that from year to Year have 

decreased the Plater and marsh areas of the coU?try by many thousands of square 

miles in the aggregate. It is evident that close seasons, bag limits, and re- 

strictions imrposed upon the gunners of America by the game laws VS.11 all prove 

ultimately ineffectual to perpetuate our birds if the destruction of their 

habitat is allowed to continue unchecked. 

“Far-sighted sportsmen, conservationists, and nature lovers throughout 

the country have long recognized the major elements of the problem end have 

endeavored to arouse the public to a realization of the impending disaster that 

mUSt surely have befallen the migratory birds but for the timely passage of 

t,his Act. The idea in some form or other has been before Congress for six 

years, but the various bills introduced from time to time and int.ended to pro-. 

vide relief have failed of passage in one or both houses becaxe certain ?r@- 

visions have lacked the approval of the combined groups that were demanding 

adeq-&ate and comprehensive legislation well supported with necessary funds. 

“The public-s’hooting-grounds feature in earlier bills caused muc’n dis-- 

sension, as did the provision that wou.l& require a sederal license fee frcm 

every person who hunted migratory gm~e birds. T)~ese and other dolxbtful pITO- 

visions were finally eliminated, a;nd the resu!.ting measure at once had the en- 
. 

dorsement and approval of the entire c3untry. 

ITThe lqational ComLittee on. \Tild Life Legislation, an influential grouT) 

of men representing practically ev2rY national conservation organization in ..I 

America, the National Ye&ration of ‘domen~s Clubs, and other bcdies, as well 

as an uncounted number of individuals, gave full and effective su?port t. o the 

measure. Thus, with champions of the cause in all -parts of the country and in 

30th houses of Congress, to press the nlatter, the perfected bill received 

unanimolls approval. 

IfThe 3iological Survey, the bureau of the Department @f &riCUlt;?.re thX3.t 

a&rLinist,ers the &deral activities rel.ative t.o migratory birds, estimates that 



lC0 to 125 refuges Kill. eventuall;T be nzellied. Tvzse will by located in silitzble 

areas in alI parts of the country. The exact loc.ztions of the great system of 

refuges mill closely follov~ the stain migratory fligkt lines and concentration 

areas. These matters will be finally determined after a thorough survey h2.s - 

been carried out by the experts of the department as -orovided for in the kt, 

“Authorization is made for $75,000, which if appropriated is to become 

available on July 1, 1329, for use in preliminary surveys. In 1930 the camo?mt 

authorized to be available will be $200,000, and in 1931 $600,GOO, foe surveys 

and the acquisition of lands for refuges. For six years following 1931 an 

aniwal a3;oropriatio-n bf $1 ,OOO,OOC is au.thcrized. At the close of this period 

it is anticipated tkat sufficient areas mill ‘nave been procured to care for the 

more pressing and essential needs of the birds. &w.!Bl qppropriations cf 

$2CO,C03’are authorized thereafter to pay the costs of maintaining and patrolLing 

the established refzges, to protect the birds from poackers and predatory 
. 

creatures, to control disease when possible, and to encourage the pro&ction of 

natural foods. 

“The Xigratory Sird Refuge Act strtz-gthens imneasurably tne legislation 

already enacted :)y Congress des&yed to perpetuate, foster, and protect the 

migratory birds of korica. Th.ile adhering to the es:ablirhed prii>ciple that 

these species by reason of their mi;Sratorg natwe are !irards of Tjllcle SLY, it 

allows ar_d enc,ouraZes the full cooperation of the izdivi&Jal States in the tasks, 

responsibiiities, aid benefits of the ;3rogressive program. L 

“ITithout t’he kfuge Act to sqqort the provisions of earlier Federal 

lsgislatioa it is difficult to conceive ho\~ our birds--the ~w.As, the geese, 

and the myriad species of song birds and insect destroyers--could for l0n.s wi.th- 

stand or survive in satisfactory zG-Toera the encroac’?ments of indust.ry and the 

losses sustained by ir,discri,miziate shooting OS practically every feeding gro-md 

in the country. ‘Lme Act virt-Jally ~~arar,tees to 211 geEer2tiOnS of hedCmS 

yet to come an undiminished share of that marvelous heritage of bird life which 
Nature :-las bestcwed upon our country. Americans ma:? well call down blessings 
upon the heads of those whose lcve of nst,ure, whose far-sightedness, and n;n.ose 
practical comzlon ::er,se geaerousl;y exorcised in the a.djust;;.lent of a difficult 
prcblem have made a splendid law possible. ” 
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